E7*~ 


1 


STORI 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Ii6 



THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER 



July, 1896 







■*3p| --"«^ 


* 


5 








agpl 




^* 'l^&L^ 


J?v 


/*k* 


j3lr$<i 






* f 






1 




?r 




it" 

iff' 


36, 




«i 


r 
l 


-^d§A ""^fc- 


^A 


>\ 


.^p^ 

"^K* 1 




•^ 


KJ>3I 


a^C 7€ : ^*f\te' 


zfpj, 


R^»9 






$^£ 




IV 


■ *} 
-1 


h ■ ■■■ • 








1 




k 


1 


J 

dk 






^h 




m 


"1[pBS 


SK W 






Cy <>9 




:f 


^r 






1 


t 


■ ,1,1 ,1 ,1 j j- m, 


mm f 







Examples of French Carton Pierre Relief. By Jas. T. Hall & Co., New York. 



ORNAMENTAL RELIEF WORK AS AN AMERICAN 
INDUSTRY. 




HE question is often asked us, " Is the 
French style fashionable?" Some 
years ago the French styles, as we 
now know them, were not popular 
with the average decorator. There 
was, however, a demand for first- 
class Louis Quinze work among the 
upper ten thousand, and so rapidly 
did the fascinating French styles gain upon the taste 
of the public at large, that Carton Pierre and Papier 
Mache were beginning to be imported in large quan- 
tities. 

This fact so impressed itself on the minds of certain 
leading decorators in this country that, with our 
world-wide reputation for perseverance and progress, 
we are now able to hold our own even with the best 
foreign styles of decorative art. 

To-day, we have in this country a few successful 
manufacturers of this beautiful and useful decorative 
material. Prominent among them are Messrs. James 
T. Hall & Co., of this city, examples of whose works 
appear on this page, and show conclusively the 
beaut}-, grace and skill displayed in this line of art 
industry. 



The popularity of French decorative art some few 
years back seemed to settle upon the Louis Quinze, or 
Rococo, as it was more generally called, and the intro- 
duction of the subtle mode was, as many of us know, 
an era of difficulties for both artist and artisan, but 
these difficulties were overcome, as events point to 
many successful results. 

Nobody of really academic taste ever attempted to 
condone the tortuous lines and tricky decoration of 
the Rococo period ; it was pretty, whimsical and mere- 
tricious, but it sold well and that was sufficient from the 
manufacturer's standpoint. Hardly had the designers 
gained the mastery of the Louis Ouinze eccentricities, 
than the capricious public taste turned to "fresh fields." 
The Empire style stepped boldly into popularity. In 
the beginning of its adoption here the inclination was 
to use it in its entirety, and the tendency was to over- 
elaborate; it was "prostrate beneath the wealthy bur- 
den of decoration, which it heaped upon itself," as a 
popular writer aptly puts it. 

One cannot be surprised that the wealth of detail in 
the newly born style led to license, as it was only the 
natural course of things that it should be so. But after 
a time we see operating a restraint that is characteristic 
of a refined and educated people, and to-day we have 
an adaptation of the Empire in its decorative details, 
simple, chaste and elegant as the most rigid purist 
could desire. 



